HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION
SPECIAL PUBLIC HEARING
City Council Chambers and via Zoom
Monday, Jan. 4, 2021
4:00 PM

MEETING AGENDA
1. Call to Order
2. Attendance
3. PUBLIC HEARINGS:
a. Fremont County National Bank (5FN.720.31)
Applicant: A Step Back In Time, LLC
Location: 532 Main Street, Lot 15 & 16 southwest corner of Main
and 6th Streets
4. Announcements/Discussion Items:
a. Vacancy on Commission
5. Adjournment

HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION
PUBLIC HEARING MEETING
City Hall – Room A002/Zoom
Monday, Jan. 4, 2021
4:00 PM

PUBLIC HEARING MEETING – Fremont County National Bank (532 Main Street)
Staff Report
This is a public hearing for the Commission to consider the application for nominating the Fremont
County National Bank as a local historic site. The application was submitted by the current property
owner, A Step Back in Time, LLC. The property has been properly noticed of the hearing prior to this
meeting of the Historic Preservation Commission.
This property is located at 526 - 532 Main Street in downtown Cañon City at the southwest corner of the
intersection of 6th Street and Main. The property encompasses Lot 15 and 16 of Block 11 in the original
plat of Cañon City.
Under the application submitted by the owner, this property is associated with two of the possible five
criteria established by the Commission and that follow the state and national nomination criteria of
historical significance. The two criteria selected in the application are Criteria A (the property is
associated with events that have made a significant contribution to the history of Cañon City) and
Criteria C (the property has distinctive characteristics of a type, period, method of construction or
represents the work of a master, or possess high artistic values).
The application form notes the year of construction as 1920-1921. Construction of the bank began
in May 1920 and opened for business on April 18, 1921. The nomination form did not list an architect, a
builder, or a designer of this property but upon further research by staff the architect was identified as
Robert Helmer of Denver and the company responsible for the original construction was (appropriately
named) Bankers’ Construction Company also from Denver (who also built the First National Bank in
Florence). Alex Simpson Jr. Company of Denver served as the general contractor on the project. (Canon
City Daily Record. April 16, 1921; pg. 1). The building has not moved from its original location based
upon early photographs of the structure found in the archives of the Royal Gorge Museum and History
Center.
The architectural description section on the application cites some of the descriptive quotes published in
the Canon City Daily Record on April 16, 1921. The same article also states the building is of the
“Georgian order”. The building however is late Classical Revival, which will be addressed in more detail
in the significance of the property.
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The physical condition of the property has changed significantly in the past year. The owner purchased
the former bank when the building still had a neo-mansard roof and modern exterior covering the entire
original structure.
The building had undergone two significant remodels since it was originally built in 1921. The first major
modification happened in 1964 – 1965 with the addition of a covered drive-in facility along the west side
of the original structure. In 1974-1975, the second expansion and modernization project got underway.
The covered drive-in facility from the previous expansion became part of the main lobby of the bank.
The installation of the neo-mansard roof and a modern contemporary exterior over the original bank
building also occurred at this time. It was because of this specific remodel in 1974-75, that the building
got listed as an “intrusion” in the 1981 survey of downtown Cañon City and as a “noncontributing”
building in the Historic Buildings Survey of Downtown Cañon City, 2004 -05. The Fremont County
National Bank building did not meet the criteria to be included in the Cañon City Downtown National
Historic District and is therefore not eligible at present for tax credits or grant funding through History
Colorado’s State Historic Fund.
The current owners however have since removed the mansard roof and modern façade this year
revealing the bank’s original exterior. As the application states “the original building has aged very well,
since it has not been exposed to the elements and the architect who designed the ‘modernization’ took
great care to minimize the impacts to the existing structure while anchoring the structural steel for the
mansard roof”. The original windows, cornice, frieze, quoins, and the distinctive columns are pretty
much still intact with only minor damage around the base of the columns, along the lower windows on
the east side of the building and some brick at the northwest corner of the building.
The additions along the back and the west side of the original bank will remain, but as the nomination
form states these additions are distinct in their appearance from that of the original main building. The
owner’s intent which is stated in the application form ‘is to have a single structure that flows from the
historic elegance of the brick and terra cotta of the main building to the newer additions that will
complement the appearance of the newly rehabilitated historic structure’.
In regards to the building’s historical significance and contribution to the community, the Fremont
County National Bank (later called Fremont National Bank) has a long history in Cañon City. Established
in 1874, this local financial institution served Cañon City and the surrounding community for 136 years,
and operated out of this building for almost 90 years when Wells Fargo purchased the bank in 20092010.
The bank first opened for business in August 1874 in the McClure House/Strathmore Hotel (located at
the northwest corner of 4th and Main Streets). The bank moved a few more times along Main Street
before relocating permanently to 532 Main in 1921. Of all the structures Fremont County National Bank
operated out of during its long history, the building at 532 Main Street is the only structure where the
name of this local financial institution is prominently and clearly inscribed right on the front of the
building.
As the application states, “throughout the middle part of the 20th century, the bank continued to grow
and expand, eventually ‘merging’ the original structure with several other structures to create what now
stands on the corner of 6th and Main Streets. Throughout this evolution, Fremont County National Bank
continued to pride itself on being a great community partner by supporting many worthwhile causes
while being a valued community bank.”
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Though not selected as one of the criteria for this nomination on the application form, this local financial
institution can be associated with several prominent local citizens who either served as bank president
or served on the bank’s board of directors. Such people include Bank President at the time of the
building’s construction George F. Rockafellow, board director John H. Harrison, and board director Dr.
W. T. Little, Sr. In more recent years, local businessman and philanthropist Darryl Biggerstaff became
bank president in 1982 and the bank’s Chief Executive Officer in 1990. Former Colorado State Legislator
Harold McCormick also served on the bank’s board of directors in the 1990s.
The Fremont County National Bank is rather distinct in both style and type for downtown Cañon City.
This late Classical Revival building has a shallow recessed entrance fronted with twin columns which are
characteristics of a temple front type of architecture. In the early part of the 20th century, this type of
architecture was used “almost exclusively” for financial institutions. The Fremont County National Bank
is the best example of this type of architecture in Cañon City. There is no other building on Main Street
or within the downtown historic district that have all the same architectural elements, the terra cotta
quoins surrounding the brick, the twin Greek Corinthian columns, the decorative trim under the cornice
and the decorative panels under the front window sills, as well as the distinguishing pilasters
surrounding the front door.
Under these findings of fact this property meets the criteria for designation as listed in the City’s
Ordinance (Sec. 12.30.090).
1. The building is at least 50 years old.
2. The site is identified with historical personages or groups or which represents
important events in national, state or local history.
3. The site represents an association with notable persons.
4. The building exemplifies specific elements of an architectural style or period.
5. The building demonstrates superior craftsmanship or high artistic value.
As this is a public hearing, staff recommends the Historic Preservation Commission cites these findings
of fact as stated in the staff report, the application form and the City’s ordinance explaining the
Commission jurisdiction to hold a public hearing on this request.
Staff recommends the Historic Preservation Commission vote to support the resolution recommending
City Council’s approval for the Fremont County National Bank located at 532 Main Street to be
designated as a local historic site.
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City of Cañon City
Historic Preservation Commission

Section 1

City of Cañon City
Historic Preservation Commission
Local Landmark Nomination
P.O. Box #1460
Cañon City, CO 81215

Local Landmark Nomination Form

Name of Property
Fremont County National Bank
Historic Name (if any): _________________________________________________________________________
Other Names: ________________________________________________________________________________
Address of Property
address not for publication
532 Main Street, Canon City, CO 81212
Street Address: _______________________________________________________________________________
Legal Description of Property
City of Canon City / County of Fremont Lot: ___________________
15 & 16
11
Subdivision: ________________________
Block: ____________________________
Section: ________ Township: __________ Range: _____________ (if rural or not located within a subdivision)
Maps
✔
Include a location map on 8.5 x 11 inch page showing the property in relation to major streets.
✔
Include a site plan on 8.5 x 11 inch page showing the footprint of the building if applicable.
Current Owner of Property
(for properties with multiple owners, list the names and addresses of each on one or more continuous sheet)
Name:
A Step Back In Time, LLC
_____________________________________________________________________________________________
205 Tunnel Drive
719.269.1173
Mailing Address: _____________________________________________
Phone: ________________________________
Canon
City
CO
81212
City: __________________________ State: ____________ Zip: ___________________________
Owner Consent for Nomination (attach signed consent from each owner of property – see attached form)
Preparer of Nomination
Danny Tezak
October 7, 2020
Name: _________________________________________________________
Date: ______________________________
A
Step
Back
In
Time,
LLC
Organization: ___________________________________________________
205 Tunnel Drive
719.269.1173
Mailing Address: _____________________________________________
Phone: ________________________________
Canon
City
CO
81212
City: __________________________ State: ____________ Zip: ___________________________
For Official Use:
Date Application Received: ________________________
Historic Preservation Commission
Approval:
Denial:
Comments: __________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________
Signature: _____________________________________
Historic Preservation Commission Chair
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Section II
Category of Property (please check one box)
Building(s)
✔ Site
Object
District
Structure

Number of Resources within Property:
1
_____
Building(s)
_____ Site
_____ Object
_____ District
_____ Structure
_____ Total Number of Resources

1920-21
Year of Construction: ____________
Fremont History Center
Source of Information: _________________________________________________________________________
Fremont County National Bank
Original Owner: _________________________________________________________
Bank Literature
Source of Information: _________________________________________________________________________

Unknown
Architect, Builder, Landscape Architect, Designer (if known): ________________________________________________
N/A
Source of Information: _________________________________________________________________________

Location Status:
If the property is a building, object, or structure, has it been moved?
Yes ✔ No
If yes:
When was it moved? __________
Where was its original location? _____________________________________________
Section III
Architectural Description: If property is a building, please describe the predominate architectural style.
When the building was constructed in 1920-21, it was described in the April 16th, 1921 Canon City Daily Record in the
following manner:
"The building is a very handsome, ornate structure 43 x 70 feet on its ground dimensions and is splendid in its appointments
and conveniences for the purposes for which it is to be used."
"Its exterior walls are cream-colored terra cotta with rose tinted brick trimmings which admirably harmonize in appearance. A
feature of the outer wall are the huge windows on three sides which permit a flood of light to enter and afford perfect ventilation
at all times. In addition to their utility, they contribute to its attractiveness."
"Two doric columns, extending from the street level to the entablature, a distance of about 30 feet, characterize the front of the
building, and through them entrance is made to the vestibule and lobby"

Narrative Description: On one or more 8.5 x 11-inch sheets of paper, please describe the current appearance of the
property and any alterations that have occurred since its original construction.

Photographs: Please attach current photographs of the property and if available, copies of historic photographs.
For buildings, structures, or objects, current photographs should show the property from all directions.
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Section IV
Significance of the Property
Indicate how the property is significant to the City of Cañon City’s past by checking one or more of the following:
✔

A. The property is associated with events that have made a significant contribution to the history of Cañon City.
B. The property is connected with person(s) significant in the history of Cañon City.

✔

C. The property has distinctive characteristics of a type, period, method of construction or represents the work
of a master, or possess high artistic values.
D. The property has yielded, or is likely to yield information important to the City of Cañon City’s pre-history or
history (archaeological site).
E. Other (please provide details on the significance of the property in the narrative below).
Narrative Statement of Significance
On one or more 8.5 x 11-inch sheets of paper, please describe how this property contributes to the history of
Cañon City. Why should the property be landmarked?
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Section V
Bibliography
Please cite the books, articles, personal contacts, and other sources used in preparing this application.
See attached articles under Section III Supporting Documents.
100 Years - A History of The Fremont National Bank 1874-1974 - Compiled by W.T. Little

Review Process
Return completed form to the address provided below. City staff and the Historic Preservation Commission will
then be in contact to schedule a meeting for the purpose of discussing this landmark nomination.

City of Cañon City
Historic Preservation Commission
Local Landmark Nomination
P.O. Box #1460
Cañon City, CO 81215
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City of Cañon City
Local Landmark Nomination
Owner Consent Form

Each owner of record must sign a separate form. Reproduce form as needed.

Daniel E. Tezak

I, ___________________________________________________________________
532 Main Street, Canon City, CO 81212

owner of ____________________________________________________________,
(address)
a property that is located within the city of Cañon City, Fremont County, Colorado,
certify or affirm that I am the sole owner ✔ ; partial owner ; or the legally designated
representative of the owners of the land and property indicated above.
I hereby give my written consent and approval for this property’s nomination to and
inclusion in the City of Cañon City’s register of local landmarks.
Signature: ____________________________________________________________
October 7, 2020

Date: _____________________________________________

City of Cañon City
Historic Preservation Commission
Local Landmark Nomination
P.O. Box #1460
Cañon City, CO 81215
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EĂƌƌĂƚŝǀĞĞƐĐƌŝƉƚŝŽŶ͗

When we purchased the building, it was considered an "Intrusion" to the Historic District, due to the
"modernization" efforts in 1975 that constructed a mansard roof over the existing Classical Revival
building that was constructed in 1921. Our intent is to restore the existing building to its former glory
and have already removed the mansard roof to reveal the ornate building which has been preserved
under the roof and exterior stucco for 45 years. The original building has aged very well, since it has not
been exposed to the elements and the architect who designed the "modernization" took great care to
minimize the impacts to the existing structure while anchoring the structural steel for the mansard roof
installation. All original windows are still intact and the building is in remarkably great condition for
being 99 years old.

Additions have been added to the original building over the years to increase the usable space that was
utilized by former financial institutions. These additions will remain, but will be distinct in their
appearance from that of the main building, which will be the dominant element of this corner lot. The
goal upon completion is to have a single structure that architecturally flows from the historic elegance of
the brick and terracotta main building to the newer additions that will complement the appearance of
the newly restored historic structure.

Our vision is that the completed building will be a cornerstone of Site Number 5FN.720 which currently
includes 81 buildings located primarily along Main Street. All other contributing structures reflect the
town’s growth as a prosperous regional trading center between 1870 and 1930.

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE NARRATIVE

Fremont County National Bank which dates to 1874 had been a local financial institution
throughout its long and storied history, until such time as it was purchased by Wells Fargo in
the 2000’s. Although the bank was originally established in the McClure House at Fourth and
Main Street and opened for business on August 5, 1874, it has moved multiple times and has
long been synonymous with the location at 532 Main Street.
The current building was dedicated on April 21, 1921 with a Canon City Daily Record Headline
proclaiming “The Magnificent New Home of The Fremont County Nation Bank is Being
Dedicated Today”. All attendees had words of praise for the state’s newest and among its finest
financial institutions.
Throughout the middle part of the 20th century, the bank continued to grow and expand,
eventually “merging” the original structure with several other structures to create what now
stands on the corner of 6th and Main Streets. Throughout this evolution, Fremont County
National Bank continued to pride itself on being a great community partner by supporting many
worthwhile causes while being a valued community bank.
When the “modernization” took place in 1974 to coincide with the bank’s centennial
celebration, the original building was covered with a mansard roof to create a more modern
appearance while incorporating additional elements to allow the bank to continue to serve not
only its staff, but the community as well. During this period, the building lost its “identity” and
became an “intrusion” into the Canon City Downton Historical District, due its appearance.
Through our restoration effort, we have an opportunity to bring back the historical significance
to this structure and once again make it a landmark on the corner of 6th and Main Streets.

RESOLUTION NO. ___, SERIES OF 2021
TITLE:

A RESOLUTION OF THE HISTORIC PRESERVATION
COMMISSION
OF
THE
CITY
OF
CAÑON
CITY
RECOMMENDING APPROVAL OF A HISTORIC SITE
DESIGNATION FOR THE FREMONT NATIONAL BANK
LOCATED AT 532 MAIN STREET, CAÑON CITY, COLORADO
AKA LOTS 15 AND 16, BLOCK 11, CAÑON CITY.

WHEREAS, the owner of the property located at 532 Main Street, Cañon City,
Colorado (“Property”) has submitted an application for a historic site
designation for the Property (“Application”);
WHEREAS, pursuant to Sec. 12.30.080(C) of the Cañon City Municipal Code, the
Historic Preservation Commission of the City of Cañon City
(“Commission”) has held a duly notice public hearing on January 4, 2021
on the Application;
WHEREAS, during the public hearing the Commission received testimony and
evidence from staff, the applicant and the public; and
WHEREAS, after considering all relevant testimony and evidence, the Commission
desires to recommend designation of the historic site.
NOW, THEREFORE, IT IS HEREBY RESOLVED BY THE HISTORIC
PRESERVATION COMMISSION OF CAÑON CITY, as follows:
1.

The Commission makes the following findings of fact:
a. The original building on the Property, which has been recently uncovered and
restored, was built in 1920-21, making it more than 50 years old.
b. The Owner has removed the mansard roof and modern façade revealing the
building’s original exterior.
c. The Fremont County National Bank (later renamed Fremont National Bank)
operated in the building for almost 90 years. The bank was associated with
several prominent citizens of the City who either served as bank president or
served on the bank’s board of directors, including Bank President at the time
of the building’s construction George F. Rockafellow, board director John H.
Harrison, and board director Dr. W. T. Little, Sr. In recent years, local
businessman and philanthropist Darryl Biggerstaff became bank president in
1982 and the bank’s Chief Executive Officer in 1990. Former Colorado State
Legislator Harold McCormick also served on the bank’s board of directors in
the 1990s.
d. The style and architecture of the building, late Classical Revival, is of a type
that was almost exclusively used for financial institutions and is the best
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example of this type in Cañon City. Further, it is the only building of this type
in the City’s downtown historic district to have all the same architectural
elements: the terra cotta quoins surrounding the brick, the twin Greek
Corinthian columns, the decorative trim under the cornice and the decorative
panels under the front windowsills, and the distinguishing pilasters
surrounding the front door.
2.

Based upon these findings, the Commission determines that the Application meets
the following criteria:
1. The building is at least 50 years old.
2. The site is identified with historical personages or groups or which represents
important events in national, state or local history.
3. The site represents an association with notable persons.
4. The building exemplifies specific elements of an architectural style or period.
5. The building demonstrates superior craftsmanship or high artistic value.

3.

The Commission recommends the designation of the site at 532 Main Street,
Cañon City, Colorado as a historic site.

Dated this ____ day of _____________, 2021.
__________________________
_____________, Chair

_____________________________
Lisa Studts, Royal Gorge Regional Museum and History Center Director

2

